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already a centre of Parisian life. The Neckers
were very hospitable, and were intimate with Morellet
and others of the economic sect. Adam Smith's
impressions of Necker are mentioned by Sir James
Mackintosh in the ever admirable though recanted
Defence of the French Revolution. He had, as we there
read, no very high opinion of the future minister,
speaking of him as a man probably upright and not
illiberal, but narrow, pusillanimous, and entangled by
the habit of detail. He predicted that Necker's fame
would fall when his talents should be brought to the
test, and always said emphatically, " He is a man of
detail." Mackintosh adds: "At a time when the
commercial abilities of Lord Auckland were the theme
of profuse eulogy, Dr. Smith characterised him in the
same words*n

Dugald Stewart mentions that Smith was also
acquainted with D'Alembert, Helv^tius, and Mar-
montel. It was at the house of Helvetius that he
first met the great Turgot and the excellent Abb6
Morellet. "He talked our language very badly/'
writes the Abbe in his memoirs; "but his TJieory of
Moral Sentiments had given me a great idea of his
depth and sagacity, and in fact I still look upon him
as one who made most comprehensive observations
and analyses of all the questions that he dealt with.
M. Turgot, who was as fond of metaphysics as I was,
held a high opinion of his genius. We saw him often;
he was presented at the house of Helvetius: we dis-
cussed the theory of commerce, banking, loans, and
many points in the great book he was then composing.
He gave me a very pretty pocket-book which he used
and which has served me for twenty years."